Histologic changes in the ageing spiral tract.
To investigate the influence of ageing on the morphology of the bottom of the internal auditory meatus, we analysed 150 undecalcified pyramids of human temporal bones. In most of the histologic sections examined, we found pointed bony spicules in the region of the spiral tract. These develop from layers of active and resting osteoid, reach their final morphologic shape in the fourth decade of life and then protrude into the internal auditory meatus, compressing the cochlear nerve fibers.